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Press-release
TASHKENT’S 2200TH ANNIVERSARY: HARMONY
OF PAST AND PRESENT

On September 1, 2009 the Uzbek people are going to celebrate the 2200
years of anniversary of the Tashkent city — the capital of the Republic of
Uzbekistan. The celebration of Tashkent city was proclaimed by the resolution of
General Conference’s 34th session of UNESCO on November 2, 2007 and the
special decree of the President of Uzbekistan Islam Karimov’s “On preparing for
and celebrating the 2200th anniversary of the Tashkent city”.

Tashkent was firstly mentioned in "Avesta" and in ancient Chinese
manuscripts. And this place proved to be a happy choice, because the city managed
to survive in spite of all trials - wars, sieges and invasions. In the ancient chronicles
the city was known under such names as Yuni, Chach, Shash.

Tashkent is regarded as one of the largest cities of the Central Asia with
almost 3 million people in 320 square kilometers territory. The city has an unique
history, whose ancient pages demonstrate the magnificent architectural monuments
amazing by beauty and harmony of medieval architects’ skills. Tashkent has a
great role in the history of national statehood and socio-political life of the country
which made a huge contribution to the development of the world civilization, one
of whose parts was ancient Uzbekistan. Its area conserved ten thousand
monuments of archeology and architecture, and museums have a great number of
manuscripts, objects of material culture witnessing the centuries - old history of
Uzbek people.

The new historical period of Tashkent begins in September 1991, after
Uzbekistan gained the national independence. Today, Tashkent has become large
economic, educational, cultural and industrial center of the region. Historical
images of the city with modern skyscrapers made of glass and metal, multilevel
over bridges, parks, museums, fountains are distinctively decorating the city.

Contemporaries call the Uzbek capital “the Star of the East”, "Gates of the
Orient" and “the Ambassador of the World” and these names are harmoniously
combined with the essence of Tashkent, which has symbolically lit up life of its
people and way of travelers for more than twenty centuries.

Moreover, Tashkent was proclaimed as a capital of the Islamic culture in
2007 by the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) as
a fact of great international value.

The main event of celebration, the solemn meeting and a concert program
devoted to the jubilee will be held on 1 September at the Uzbekistan international
forums palace. On 2 September, the mass events for the public will be held on the
city’s squares.

The 2,200th anniversary of the capital of Uzbekistan is celebrated with
participation of the UNESCO.



